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INAUGURAL MEETING OF CANADIAN AND AUSTRALIAN PREMIERS 
Statement by Minister Assisting the Minister for Federal Affairs 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister Assisting the Minister for Federal Affairs) [12.13 pm]:  From 10 
to 19 April this year I travelled to Canada and the United States to represent the Premier at the important 
inaugural meeting between Canadian and Australian Premiers, held in Montreal, Quebec.  The invitation arose 
out of previous informal meetings between a number of Australian and Canadian Premiers, where it was 
suggested that a meeting of Australian and Canadian Premiers would be a productive forum to share knowledge 
and exchange information.  This indeed proved to be the case.  During the course of the Montreal meeting, the 
similarities between our two federations were frequently remarked upon, and the challenges presented by our 
relationships with our respective federal governments were also found to be remarkably similar.  All Canadian 
provinces and territories are members of a relatively new institution called Le Conseil de la fédération, 
established in 2003.  It differs from our Council of Australian Governments in that the Canadian federal 
government is not a member.  Canada and Australia have much in common.  They are both original members of 
the Commonwealth of Nations; they share much in history, geography, population and economy; they have 
immigrants from diverse cultural backgrounds; and they have indigenous populations.  Both are vibrant 
participants in the global economy, exporting natural resources and other goods and services.  

It was universally agreed that one of the major benefits of a federal system is that there can be diversity and 
pluralism in public policy and that local solutions can be delivered to local problems.  States, provinces and 
territories can play an important leadership role in building a more constructive and cooperative federal system.  
Maximising opportunities presented by the Asia-Pacific region and addressing growing international competitive 
pressures were the focus of the talks.  We agreed that, on this front, common priorities for Australia and Canada 
were economic development, trade and biotechnological research, transportation infrastructure, post-secondary 
education and skills training.  It is intended that the Premiers reconvene in Adelaide in two years, with the focus 
of that meeting being to establish closer economic and trade links between the provinces, states and territories of 
the two countries.  In the meantime, it was agreed that we would explore bilateral exchanges between Canadian 
and Australian provincial, state and territory officials to lay the foundation for policy and program information 
exchange. 

Travel to Canada necessitated transit and stopovers in the United States.  I took the opportunity to meet with 
both the New York City Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities and the New York City Commission on 
Women’s Issues, as well as site visits related to my portfolio and on behalf of other ministers in both Montreal 
and New York.  I will table a full report on the trip in due course. 
 


